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South Station Air Rights - Over 10 
years after it was first proposed, the South 
Station Air Rights project appears to be back 
on track. TUDC, Inc. and Hines Interests 
Limited Partnership filed a Notice of Project 
Change (NPC) in October in response to the 
Secretary of Environmental Affairs’ 
requirement. The NPC addresses four issues 
not identified in the scope of the draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) filed in 
October 2000. The draft EIR was deemed 
adequate and in compliance with state 
environmental regulations. 

The NPC addresses concerns about 
permanent impacts to the railyard and bus 
terminal expansion; construction impacts on 
the train waiting area; coordination with the 
U. S. Postal Service; and compliance with 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
standards to avoid navigation hazards. 

The current project includes 2.02 million 
s.f. of development, a reduction of 200,000 
s.f. The project will have three buildings: a 
40-story office tower with 1.05 million s.f., a 
400- to 600-room hotel and a 430,000-s.f. 
office/research and development building with 
800 parking spaces (reduction of 350). In 
addition, TUDC/Hines will build the core and 





shell of the bus station expansion and pedestnan 
connections from the train platforms. 
Comments on the draft EIR in 2000 focused 
primarily on transportation impacts during 
construction to transit users in the South 
Station headhouse, permanent impacts to 


the railyard, inefficient pedestrian 

connections between the headhouse and the 

bus station, and potential aviation hazards 
from the proposed 1,038-foot office tower. 

Changes to respond to the comments include: 

* So. Stationimpacts: The proposed office 
tower was redesigned to eliminate the 
need for support columns going through 
the train waiting area. All construction 
will be done outside the headhouse. 

* Railyardimpacts: The structural system 
of the proposed office tower was redesigned 
to minimize impacts on the railyard. 

* Bus station expansion and circulation: 
The new design allows the bus station 
expansion to proceed horizontally, on one 
level, to permitefficient flow of pedestrians 
from the Red Line and Silver Line. 

* Aviation hazards: The office tower, 
originally proposed at 1,038 feet, was 
reduced to 971 feet (47 stories) following 
Boston Civic Design Commission review. 
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The FAA ruled that the tower would be a 
hazard to air navigation at Logan Airport. 
The new tower will be 691 feet (40 stories). 

The TUDC/Hines project is phase three of 
a 25-year redevelopment effort for the South 
Station headhouse and adjacent property. 
The first phase, completed in 1989, included 
reconstruction of a new and expanded 
railyard, renovation and expansion of the 
historic headhouse and installations of 
foundations for both the bus station and 
future air rights development. 

The second phase was finished in 1995 
and included the South Station 
Transportation Center (bus station) and a 
250-space public parking garage at the 
southern end of the site. 

When redevelopment planning began in 
the late 1970s, the air rights development 
was envisioned as modest 9- to 12-story 
buildings over the transportation center. 
The TUDC/Hines project would make minor 
modifications to the tracks and platforms 
and install new foundations that would 
enable a 40-story office tower to be built 
instead of the low-rise buildings. 

The project will next prepare a final EIR. 
Architect: Cesar Pelli & Associates. 



























4 Government Center Task Force — 
Initiated by Mayor Menino and the Trust for 
City Hall Plaza, a new Government Center 
Task Force has formed to discuss revitalizing 
the Government Center area to answer the 
question, “What is next for City Hall Plaza?” 

The Task Force is chaired by Robert Walsh 
for the Trust for City Hall Plaza and include 
members from the City (Boston Redevel- 
opment Authority, City Services, City 
Council), the General Services Adminis- 
tration/JFK Building, MBTA, Boston So- 
ciety of Architects, Boston Society of Land- 
scape Architects, Equity Office, Beacon Hill 
and the North End. Eight meetings are sched- 
uled between October 2002 and April 2003. 

At the first meeting, Robert Walsh made 
a commitment that a hotel will not be pro- 
posed—a hotel was a key component of 
previous schemes for the plaza—but said 
that a private funding source is needed. 
Dennis Smith, Regional Administrator for 
the GSA, said that security issues are para- 
mount (new federal rules require a 50-foot 
buffer zone around the JFK Building) and 
that the JFK low-rise section is not “in play.” 


Prudential Center Update — 
Shaw’s Supermarket is set to open on April 
1, clearing the way for redevelopment of the 
vacated Star Market site on Boylston Street. 
Although the hotel and residential develop- 
ment planned for the Star Market space and 
adjacent access road still needs a hotel “flag,” 
construction is expected to begin this sum- 
mer. Construction is expected to take three 
years, including about one year to modify the 
loading dock, utilities and shift the access to 
the parking garage to East Ring Road. 

Plans for the proposed office building at 
888 Boylston St.—the plaza next to the 
Hynes Convention Center—are slightly less 
firm. Boston Properties, owners of much of 
the Prudential Center, has stated that con- F= 
struction of the office building would not 
begin until a tenant had been identified. 

The Lord & Taylor saga ended with the 
store signing anew 25-year lease with Boston 
Properties to stay on Boylston Street. Boston 
Properties has committed to renovate the 
building and said it could not build housing 
above at this time. Did anyone really think a 
mattress/furniture store would move in there? 
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People Movers 


Douglas Foy, from director of the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF), to chief of 
Commonwealth Development. 


Ellen Roy Herzfelder, former head of a family energy business, is the new secretary of 
Environmental Affairs (reports to Foy). 

Daniel Grabauskas, former head of the Registry of Motor Vehicles, is the new secretary 

_of Transportation and Construction (reports to Foy). 

Stepen Burrington, from attorney at CLF to office of Commonwealth Development 
with Douglas Foy. 

Stephanie Pollack, attorney at CLF, is now the acting president. 

Jay Wickersham left as director of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 
office to start a law firm in Cambridge. 

James Hunt has moved up at MEPA to become the new director. 

Marion Blakey, from chair of the National Transportation Safety Board to Administra- 
tor of the Federal Aviation Administration. 

Owen Donnelly, Larry Brophy, and Richard Mertens have all retired from the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority. 

Richard Anderson, president of Plumb House Inc., Milford construction firm and former 
chair of Paul Cellucci’s campaign finance committee, to MassPike Board of Directors. 

Luisa Paiewonsky, from head of the Bureau of Transportation Planning and Develop- 
ment, to MassHighway deputy commissioner. 

Mark Draisen, from Southwest Boston CDC to executive director of Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council. 

Hank Keating, from Boston Housing Authority to Trinity Financial. 

Sherry Dong, from BRA to New England Medical Center. 

Rick Shea, from MASCO to Dana-Farber Cancer Institute planning. 

Sue Burt has joined Geller Associates as director of business development director. 

Aileen Maguire Meyer, from Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates to Harvard University 
Planning. 

Bill Schwartz has moved to The Louis Berger Group as transportation planning manager. 













@) Surface Artery — Legislation pro- 
posed in July for a Trust to own, operate 
and maintain the 30-acre surface artery 
created when the elevated Central Artery 
comes down, is still dormant. Meanwhile 
the City and MassPike are negotiating a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
on working together. The contents of the 
MOU are still secret. 

MassPike is proceeding with selecting de- 
signers for open space parcels. Gustafson 
Partnership of Seattle with Boston’s Wallace 
Floyd Design Group were selected for North 
End parcels 8 and 10. Katherine Gustafson 
will be the lead designer. 

The designer selected for the Wharf Dis- 
trictis EDAW of Alexandria, Virginia, and 
Copley Wolff Design Group of Boston. 
Designers for the Chinatown/Leather Dis- 
trict have not yet been announced. 

MassPike is planning to issue an RFP to 
Ss developers for ramp parcel 6 in the North 
End. The other ramp parcel in the North 
End, parcel 12, originally slated for devel- 
opment, is being considered for an open 
space parcel after community pressure. 

MassPike has recently filed a protocol of 
the Surface Artery design process with the 
Federal Highway Administration for ap- 
proval. The protocol was not made public 
before it was filed; it is now public. 
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Boston's newest piece of pub- 
lic art was unveiled in Copley 
Square on October 23, 2002. The 
statue of artist John Singleton 
Copley, painter of striking pieces 
including “Watson and the 
Shark,” was done by sculptor 
Lewis Cohen of Williamsburg, 
Virginia. The bronze statue is lo- 
cated along the Boylston Street 
side of the square. 

Originally called Art Square be- 
cause the Museum of Fine Arts 
then faced the square, it was re- 
named Copley Square in 1883 to 
honor the painter who had lived 
on Beacon Hill. 

Copies of the History of 
Copley Square are available from 
| the Friends of Copley Square at 
Boston informer photo by Petr Metlicka Photography * PMetF oto@ziplink net 61 7-536-2101 . 
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The proposed development on Street) would have 217 units of housing, 
MassPike air rights parcels 16, 17,18 and 100 parking spaces and 14,000 s.f. of com- 
19 is proceeding with submission of the mercial space, and adjacent Parcel 18, 140 
Draft Project Impact Report by the Winn/ units, 633 parking spaces and 19,000s.f. of 
Cassin development team. The Citizens commercialspace. A 23,000-s.f. linear park 
Advisory Committee—meeting forthelast is planned for the space parallel to the 
two years—helped craft the current pro- MassPike and the covered train shed. Uses 
posal. The project calls fora35-storytower for Parcel 19 have not been identified. 
= with 162 housing units, 207-room hotel = Winn/Cassin hopes to begin the three- 
: and a 180-car parking garage on Parcel 16 year, approximately $375 million, con- 

(Clarendon Street). Parcel 17 (Berkeley struction project in 2004. Architect: CBT. 










inryCassin and CBT Architects 
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Slow-Speed Ahead... 


North End/Downtown Waterfront 


Battery Wharf — Plans for this long-awaited project with a 
185-room hotel, 99 condominiums, 38,000 s.f. of retail space 
and 375 below-grade parking spaces are still on hold. The 
developer, Harold Theran of Development Management Ventures, 
is waiting for financing and for the economy to improve. In the 
meantime, the site is a commercial parking lot. Architect: The 


Architectural Team. 


Christopher Columbus Park — Construction on the rede- 
signed park is progressing, although slightly behind the original 
schedule. The park is now expected to be completed in the spring 
2003 (original date was fall 2002), but the new shape of the park is 
already apparent. The Boston Parks and Recreation Department 
has been forced into some economies because of budget limita- 
tions. Architect: Halvorson Design. 


Aquarium MBTA Blue Line Station — A new Aquarium 
MBTA headhouse west of Atlantic Avenue at 200 State St. is the 
first visible result of the long-sought effort to rebuild the station to 
accommodate six-car trains instead of four-car trains. The original 
headhouse on the waterfront at the Marriott Long Wharf remains 
closed with a scheduled reopening date of May 2003. Architect: 
Ellenszweig Associates. 


500 Atlantic Avenue (Vent Building No. 3) — As the 
vent building takes its final shape, with the stacks climbing to 
nearly 300 feet, it is difficult to visualize how the proposed 
development will wrap the 14 stacks of the ventilation building. 
Nevertheless, plans are for a 420-room hotel, 141 condominiums, 
retail, restaurants and 375 below-grade parking spaces to all fit on 
the site. Architect: Elkus/Manfredi Architects, Ltd. 


Russia Wharf (Congress Street and Atlantic Avenue) 
— The proposed redevelopment by Equity Office Properties into 
a 395-foot-high, 500,000 s.f. office tower with a 300 -suite hotel, 
50 residential units and 512-space underground garage has re- 
cently received a Scoping Determination from the Boston Rede- 
velopment Authority (BRA). The next step will be a Draft Environ- 
mental Impact report from Equity. Architect: CBT/Childs Bertman 
Tseckares. 


Fort Point Channel 


A "Fort Point Channel Watersheet Activation Plan" 
by Goody, Clancy & Associates was issued by the BRA in May 
2002, which envisions the Fort Point Channel waterway as a 
new park, with a wide range of public uses and activities on the 
watersheet and around the water's edge. The Plan builds on the 
existing institutions such as the Children’s Museum, the Bos- 





ton Tea Party Ship and Museum (reconstruction of which 
probably will begin early 2003) and the Fort Point Arts Commu- 
nity. The Plan also supports existing water-dependent uses 
including Hook Lobster, Neptune Marine Services and The 
Gillette Company. Proposed attractions include completion of 
Harborwalk around the Channel, new watersheet uses and access, 
and new attractions and public art and lighting. The plan would 
entail approximately $1 | million in capital costs and about $500,000 
in annual operating costs, and would be phased in over time. 


Channel Center (formerly “Midway”) — This project, 
located on a seven-acre site along A Street (near Gillette) is 
permitted to start construction of Phase I, consisting of 400,000 s.f. 
of residential and live/work space with 230 units, 20,083 s.f. of 
retail/restaurant and 100 spaces of below-grade parking. Construc- 
tion is scheduled to start by year end 2002. 


The full project will provide an additional 197,000 s.f. with 129 
units of residential, 836,300 s.f. of office/R&D, 76,000 s.f. of 
retail/restaurant, 20,000 s.f. of gallery, and 900 underground 
parking spaces. Nou date has been set for Phase II. The total project 
will cost about $400 million. Architects: Sasaki Associates, 
Bruner/Cott, and CBT/Childs Bertman Tseckares. 


Proposed Institute of Contemporary Art at Fan Pier. 


South Boston Waterfront 


Manulife Tower — With a 95-year lease on Massport Parcel F- 
| (near the Fish Pier) Manulife Financial, a Toronto-based insurance 
company, is constructing a 14-story, 235-foot-tall, 470,000-s.f. 
office building, self-financed and primarily for its own use. Scheduled 
opening: October 2003. Architect: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. 


While the long-awaited massive projects on Fan Pier and Pier 4 
remain on hold waiting for the economy to improve, the /nstitute 
of Contemporary Art (ICA) is proceeding with plans to build 
anew museum on the approximately 3/4-acre site allotted to it in the 
Fan Pier project. The provocative design for a glass-walled struc- 
ture with a large cantilevered fourth floor overhang proposed by the 
architect Diller + Scofidio of New York has received critical 
acclaim for its use of the limited 62,000 s.f. of interior space. The 
new museum would allow the ICA to begin its own collections for 





the first time. The estimated construction cost is $37 million, and 
the projected start date is early 2004, with opening in spring 2006. 


East Boston Waterfront 


Portside at Pier One — The Roseland Property Co. has filed 
a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) to build 585 new 
housing units (including 80 condominiums) on the prominent 
Massport-owned Pier | site. Architect: DiMella Shaffer Associ- 
ates. 





As part of the deal with Massport, Roseland, with partner Sea 
Chain Marine LLC, will modernize the Boston Harbor Ship- 
yard and Marina by renovating the dilapidated Building 23/33 
and buying a high-capacity boatlift. The shipyard, after renovation, 
will be the only facility in Boston Harbor able to accommodate the 
hauling and repairing of tugs, Coast Guard vessels, harbor ferries, 
and other small- to medium-sized commercial vessels. 


In addition, Roseland and Sea Chain will revitalize 26 acres of 
underutilized and inaccessible waterfront between Pier | and the 
Shipyard and provide water transit service to downtown. Unfortu- 
nately, the state legislature has not yet appropriated the $17 million 
in an environmental bond bill passed in August to construct the 
second phase of Piers Park to be designed by 
Pressley Associates, landscape architects. The 
other nearby proposed housing projects, 
Clippership Wharf and Hodge Boiler Works, 
have not yet issued Draft EIRs. 


Tudor Wharf — The former Rapids Furni- 
ture warehouse site in Charlestown adjacent to 
the North Washington Street Bridge is being 
transformed into a 168-room hotel by National 
Development Corporation. An operator has not 
yet been identified. The project will include a 
7,500 s.f. public pier and small marina facility. 
The hotel is expected to open at the end of 2003. 
Architect: DiMella Shaffer Associates. 


Gateway Center — Across the street from 
Tudor Wharf and on City Square will be The 
Cornerstone Corporation's three-building office 
complex. Parcel 2, next to the North Washington Street Bridge, will 
have two four-story buildings with three levels of underground 
parking. At City Square, across from the park, a three-story build- 
ing will occupy Parcel 4. Architect: ADD Inc. 


Around the Waterfront 
...iS a periodic publication of ATC Information, 
Inc., publishers of The Boston Informer. | 
The Boston Informer is published six times — 
yearly in Boston, Massachusetts, and is available 
by mail subscription only. $25.00 per year (cheap!). 
Questions? Telephone 617-723-7030, fax 617- 
437-1886 or e-mail Boston Informer@cs.com, 
www.bostoninformer.com 
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Welcome to The Boston Informer! 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The Boston 
Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap! ). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 or 
e-mail: Boston Informer@cs.com. Web: www.bostoninformer.com. 





A publication of ATC Information, Inc. 


PO Box 51473 « Boston, MA 02205-1473 


Susan Lewis 


© David Bryson The Boston Informer 2002 


You Were Asking 


. Big Dig officials estimated that 800,000 people 


walked the Zakim Bridge in October. MIT physicist 
Bill Donnelly showed it was physically impossible 
for more than 120,000 walkers in seven hours. Does 
this inability to count by Big Dig officials explain 
the project's huge cost overruns and delays? 


. It is one explanation. 


. When I voted in Boston in November I was sur- 


prised that nobody asked me for any identifica- 
tion. Shouldn't this be a requirement? 


. If identification were required it would result in 


disenfranchising an important segment of the elec- 
torate—those in cemeteries. 


. This might be a dumb question, but won't it be 


confusing to have two MBTA Silver Lines, one in 
So. Boston and one in the So. End? 


. Yes. The So. End Silver Line is running now and the 


MBTA plans to open the So. Boston Silver Line in 
December 2003 (service every 80 seconds—wow!). 
These two Silver Lines will remain separate until at 
least 2010 when they may finally be connected via 
tunnel between So. Cove and So. Station. 


. Whatis the best-kept secret of the Central Artery/ 


Tunnel project, and I don’t mean its cost and how 
long it would take to build? 


. How massive and ugly vent buildings would be. 


. Massport recently admitted the new roadways 


project at Logan Airport will be delayed 18 months 
until August 2004. The project is part of the $4 
billion (originally $2 billion) Logan moderniza- 
tion program. Is this another delay caused by not 
building Runway 14/32? 

All delays at Logan Airport are related to the ab- 
sence of Runway 14/32. 
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